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Dear Members of the FCT Evaluation Panel,

As a member of the Advisory Board of the Center for Global Studies at Universidade Aberta in
Lisbon, I have had the opportunity to closely follow the substantial efforts undertaken by the Center
in the field of internationalization over the past several years, particularly in preparation for the
current FCT evaluation. Drawing on my own international academic experience in Italy and abroad,
I can personally attest to the Center’s exceptional capacity for research development and project
coordination, as well as to the growing international recognition it has garnered through the quality
and relevance of its scholarly output.

In particular, I was directly involved, just last year (June 67, 2024), in the organization of a major
international conference hosted by the Center, Global Foucault (https://foucault40.info/lisboa/),
which explored the global reception of Italian philosophical thought shaped by Michel Foucault. This
event was organized in collaboration with the research cluster “Italian Differences”
(https://www.italianthoughtnetwork.com/diferen%C3%A 7as-italianas), one of the most active and
productive hubs within the broader Italian Thought Network—an important international network for

research on contemporary Italian philosophy, to which the Center for Global Studies is formally
affiliated.

The initiative succeeded in convening in Lisbon a distinguished group of scholars from Italy, Spain,
Canada, Brazil, and Portugal, and provided the opportunity for one of the most prominent and widely
studied Italian philosophers in the Lusophone world today, Roberto Esposito, to participate in person.
The outcomes of this conference are already materializing in the form of important forthcoming
international publications.

In light of such achievements—made possible through the Center’s demonstrated capacity to secure
international partnerships and funding, and to collaborate with local institutions such as the Italian
Embassy, the Istituto Italiano di Cultura, and the Calouste Gulbenkian Foundation—I find the Panel’s
remarks concerning an alleged lack of international visibility, or a supposed exclusive focus on
educational activities, both surprising and inadequately substantiated. One might instead reasonably
ask what more a research center could accomplish in the absence of direct FCT research funding,
given that the Center has already attained such a remarkable level of international recognition through
its own autonomous initiatives. Furthermore, the Center’s educational contributions are themselves
of the highest calibre and fully aligned with its broader academic mission.
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The critique regarding an excessive disciplinary dispersion within the Center likewise appears
ungrounded. On the contrary, as a scholar whose own training lies in a well-defined disciplinary
field—philosophy—I have witnessed first-hand the epistemological and methodological enrichment
made possible by a truly interdisciplinary research environment. In just two years of consolidated
activity, the Center has succeeded in articulating a coherent and innovative epistemology of Global
Studies—one that is already recognized on the international stage. It has also shown how such an
epistemological framework can enhance and contribute meaningfully to the development of
individual disciplinary perspectives, as exemplified by the aforementioned Global Foucault
conference.

Confident of your attention, and trusting that a more considered and nuanced evaluation will follow,
I remain at your disposal and extend my highest regards.

Prof. Elettra Stimilli
Associate Professor, Sapienza University of Rome
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